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Introduction 

Core Texts 

 The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

 Ultimate objective is to prevent dangerous human interference with the climate 

system 

 The Kyoto Protocol 

 It commits industrialized countries to stabilize greenhouse gas emissions based on 

the principles of the Convention. 

 

Currently, there are 196 Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change and 192 to its Kyoto Protocol.  

The need to reduce emissions lies at the very heart of the response to climate change 



Overview 

 Mitigation 

 Adaptation 

 Finance, Technology, Capacity 

Building 

 Economic Instruments 

 Transparency of Action and Support 

 Periodic Review 

Source: UNFCCC 



Source: The Climate Group 



Mitigation  

 Established under Article 12 of the Kyoto 

Protocol. 

 A requirement of ‘additionality’. 

 Dual Objectives: 

 to help developed countries fulfill their 

commitments to reduce emissions, and 

 to assist developing countries in achieving 

sustainable development. 

 2 Regional Collaboration Centres in Africa – Togo 

and Uganda. 

 

Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) 

Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions 

Source: UNEP DTU Partnership 



Mitigation  

 Voluntary actions taken by developing countries to 

reduce GHG emissions to levels below those of 

“business as usual”  

 Offer a unique opportunity to support development 

objectives while contributing to emission reduction. 

 Could be unilateral (domestically supported) or 

supported (internationally supported). 

 Requires a robust MRV system with parameters for 

measuring progress of implementation and impacts. 

 A web based NAMA Registry has been set up by the 

UNFCCC  

 Matching and recognition functions. 

 

 

 

Clean Development Mechanism 

Nationally Appropriate Mitigation 

Actions (NAMAs) 

 



Relationship between CDM and NAMAs 



Low Emission Development 

Strategies (LEDS)   

LEDS are country-led strategic planning 

frameworks to promote climate-resilient 

economic growth while simultaneously 

reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 

over the long term.  

Source: LEDS Global Partnership 



Relationship between LEDS and NAMAs 



Intended Nationally 

Determined Contributions 

 Presentation format needs to promote clarity, 

transparency and understanding  

 quantifiable information on the reference point, time 

frames and/or periods for implementation, scope and 

coverage, planning processes, assumptions and 

methodological approaches  

 Statement on how contribution is fair and  

ambitious in light of national circumstances   

 16 Submissions as at 30th June 205:  

 43 parties; 3 African countries -  Gabon, Morocco, 

Ethiopia. 

 Most establish national mitigation goals in comparison 

to 1990 GHG levels, some have with another past year 

(e.g. 2005), or a business-as-usual scenario.  

 Synthesis report on the aggregate effect of the 

submitted INDCs to be prepared by November 1st, 

2015. 

 

 

 

Voluntary commitments by countries to 

address domestic GHG emission 

reductions also considering adaptation 

components. 

 



The UNFCCC and Gender 

 

 

 

 

Lima Work Programme 

on Gender  

 Invites Parties to advance gender balance, promote 

gender sensitivity in developing and implementing 

climate policy and achieve gender-responsive 

climate policy in all relevant activities under the 

Convention; 

 Decides that additional efforts need to be made by 

Parties to improve the participation of women in 

their delegations and in all of the bodies 

established under the Convention; 

 To establish a two-year work programme for 

promoting gender balance and achieving gender-

responsive climate policy, developed for the 

purpose of guiding the effective participation of 

women in the bodies established under the 

Convention. 



Road to Paris: Africa’s Preparatory Process & Expectations  

 National governments and regional bodies are taking steps to address climate 

change challenges: 

 Development of appropriate policies and programmes. 

 Conducting Africa specific research. 

 Embracing innovative technologies including home-grown ones. 

  

 Africa is very active in the COPs and has developed a coordinating structure to 

formulate and deliver its common position and key messages: 

 Heads of State Level (Conference of African Heads of States on Climate Change -

CAHOSCC). 

 Ministerial Level (African Ministerial Conference on the Environment - AMCEN). 

 Technical Experts Level (African Group of Negotiators - AGN). 

 Africa’s expectations include; emissions reduction targets to limit global warming 

to 1.5°C based on science; synergy with post-2015 development agenda; 

significantly increased climate flows and technology transfer. 



Key Messages 

 Climate change remains a complex issue 

 Ongoing discussions and continuous engagement is required at all levels. 

 Several strategies, instruments and tools are being developed and keep evolving. 

 Important to build on on-going efforts while tackling new decisions.  

 

 Strong coordination and facilitation body vital 

 Solutions come from all disciplines and fields of research and development. 

 Myriad of stakeholders involved 

 Dynamic institutional frameworks need to be established and maintained.  

 

 Strong political backing and country ownership of response measures 
essential. 
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